Edward Newman, Private, North Carolina Continental Line 
Donna Newman, CGt 


Edward Newman served with the North Carolina Continental Line for seven years! and died 
about 1783,” but little additional information is available. This is an attempt to gain a better 
understanding of his story by piecing together what is known about the North Carolina 
Continental Line in general and Edward Newman's service in particular. 


North Carolina Continental Line 


In June 1775 the Continental Congress passed a resolution to raise a continental army of 
fifteen thousand men.? At the North Carolina Provincial Congress that convened on 21 August 
1775, delegates authorized the establishment of the First and Second Regiments totalling a 
thousand men.* These regiments were placed on Continental pay by the Continental Congress on 
28 November 1775.° 


An estimated 8800 men served with the North Carolina Continental Line between 1775 and 
1783. They participated in 37 known battles and skirmishes, only seven of which took place in 
North Carolina: eighteen were in South Carolina, four in Georgia, two in Virginia, two in 
Pennsylvania, three in New York and one in New J ersey.° 


Records for North Carolina's Revolutionary War soldiers are incomplete and they contain 
errors. As an example of the latter, during the settling of accounts at the close of the war, North 
Carolina sent its muster and pay rolls to the federal government, requesting that a copy of the 
information from these rolls be made for North Carolina, as the state would need this to 
determine eligibility for military bounty land. The copy made by the clerks appears as The 
Register of the North Carolina Line in The State Records of North Carolina, Volume XVI. 
Unfortunately, the clerks inexplicably assigned thirty companies to the 10" North Carolina 
Regiment that had served with one of the other nine regiments, and the original pay and muster 
rolls were lost when the British burned Washington, D.C. in 1814.’ 


Edward's service 


Edward Newman appears on The Register of the North Carolina Line in Capt. Mills' Company 
and the 10™ Regiment but the regiment assignment is obviously open to question given the 
above. According to another source, Edward Newman, aka Edward Newsom, was a private in 
the 1 Regiment under Capt. James Mills as of 4 February 1782 and presumably he remained 
with that company when it transferred to the 4m Regiment two days later.* 


He was shown on the Revolutionary Army Accounts for Wilmington District for the period 16 


October 1781 to August 1783 and there is a corresponding pay voucher in the amount of 
£12.10.0.° Some of the Revolutionary Army Account ledgers were compiled during the war, but 


$ Certified Genealogist and its short form CG is a service mark of the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists®, used under license by Board certificants who meet competency standards. 
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most were compiled between 1788 and 1793 "to explain and detail North Carolina’s 
Revolutionary War expenditures when the state's military accounts with the Federal Government 
were being settled."!° 


Edward's heirs were entitled to 640 acres of bounty land based on his 84 months' service as a 
private with North Carolina's Continental Line." 


Edward's death 


Sarah Newman was granted letters of administration on Edward's estate in Duplin County on 
20 January 1784. In 1791, in Sampson County, she sold Edward's final settlement certificate to 
James Carraway.’ Final settlements were "outstanding debts owed to soldiers of the Continental 
Line (for deficits in pay, subsistence, or clothing)."!° The 1791 transaction was conducted before 
William Odom, J.P., and recorded on the back of the 1784 letters of administration. The whole 
was given to Carraway, who submitted it to the state's Comptroller several weeks later, a 
fortunate circumstance since the first record might not otherwise have survived. 


Edward's meager Revolutionary War record consists of a single statement from "H'”! Holmes, 
Lieut. in the late/Cont! Army," possibly what his heirs used to prove eligibility for his bounty 
land: "Edward Newman a twelve months soldier died in the Continental Army in camp at 
Asheley Hill in the State of South Carolina.""* 


The given name of the certifying officer looks like H~ and was transcribed as H" by state 
archives staff but there is good reason to believe this was Hardy Holmes, a 2™ Lieutenant with 
the 1*' North Carolina Regiment as of November 1776 who became a 1“ Lieutenant the 
following year and served through the close of the war.’ He is the likeliest candidate (the only 
one whose given name starts with an H) among North Carolina's Continental officers named in 
available sources, including those cited here. Further, a Hardy Holmes is buried in Sampson 
County, where the Newmans lived, with a military headstone inscribed "LIEUT. 1 N.C. REGT. 
REV. WAR."’° On the application for this headstone, staff at the Old Records Division 
confirmed that Hardy Holmes was a 1“ Lieutenant with the 1°‘ North Carolina Regiment and that 
he was in service in 1782 and 1783.'’ All of these records likely belong to the Hardy Holmes 
who was elected Sheriff of Sampson County in June 1784'* and servedias the Clerk of Court 
beginning about 1791.'° 


Edward Newman's son, William, sold the bounty land warrant on 3 June 1795 to Duncan 
Stewart of Bladen County, identifying himself as "heir of Edward Newman, a Continental soldier 
who died in the Continental service in the state of South Carolina."”’ As the oldest son, William 
had inherited Edward's real property”' according to the laws of inheritance that were in effect 
when Edward died; primogeniture was abolished in North Carolina the following year.” Ihave 
been unable to find an authoritative source on the question of whether Edward's military bounty 
land would have been subject to the same laws of inheritance, but the fact that William was the 
sole signatory on this land warrant suggests that it was. 
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Ashley Hill, South Carolina 


Ashley Hill was a plantation outside of Charleston, South Carolina, along Ashley River Road. 
Nathanael Greene, commanding general of the Southern Department,” established encampments 
along the road and at the plantation” as both sides waited out treaty negotiations and the British 
continued to occupy Charleston. Ashley Hill Plantation’ was owned at the time by Commodore 
Alexander Gillon and jit "adjoined" Middleton Place, where there were encampments as well.*° 


Greene wrote a letter to Brig. Gen. Jethro Sumner from "Head Quarters, Ashley Hill” on 
11 November 1782,” but he established himself in Charleston once the British evacuated it in 
December 1782, with most of the army encamped on James Island.”* 


With a provisional peace treaty in place and in accordance with a Continental Congress 
resolve that "only those men enlisted for three years or the duration of the war should remain in 
the field," Greene furloughed all of the North Carolina Continentals at the end of 1782 except for 
a reconstituted First Regiment.”’ Those furloughed were still considered to be on active duty and 
subject to recall should the need arise, but they were able to go home "with no pay, no clothing 
issue, and no ration allowance."*? 


All of the remaining North Carolina Continentals were furloughed by the end of July 
1783.°! 


Conclusions and need for further research 


Edward Newman died in service at Ashley Hill, South Carolina sometime before the last 
North Carolina Continentals were furloughed in about July 1783. 


According to one source, bounty land for North Carolina Continentals was based on 
service from 1776 to 1783.** This suggests that Edward died in 1783, which would be 
consistent with his widow's January 1784 application for letters of administration on his 
estate. 


However, some unanswered questions remain: 


1. Most of Greene's remaining army was camped on James Island beginning in January 
1783. Did the encampments continue at Ashley Hill after this date? 


2. Inthe summer of 1782 there was an epidemic of malaria and other fevers in the Ashley 
Hill encampments: "[O]f the 305 North Carolinians in camp in mid-September, 107 
were ill and between 20 and 30 had died."*? Could Edward have been a casualty of this 
epidemic? 


3. Records requests have yielded no pension or bounty land application records from state 
and national archives,” and only Lt. Holmes's statement from state archives. The 
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Register of the North Carolina Line provides little insight into Edward's service. In 
sum, these records show only that Edward Newman, private, appeared in the October 
1781-August 1783 army accounts and that he died at Ashley Hill. So, on what basis 
did the state of North Carolina determine that Edward had been in Continental service 
for seven years, entitling his heirs to 640 acres of bounty land? 
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